
NOTES FROM THE CHAIRS 

Welcome to spring! The days are getting longer, the trees are beginning to bloom, and here in our little PACE community 
we have much to look forward to as we head into our last few months of the school year. 

Looking back, the past few months of winter have been busy and productive, full of great learning opportunities and 
enrichment in our PACE classrooms. February and March saw a number of field trips, including one all-PACE trip to the 
StoryBook Theater to see Pinocchio, our second round of Mini Units for the year, and of course a wide variety of in-class 
curriculum and enrichment activities. 

We held our second round of Mini Units in March, featuring the theme, "Lights! Camera! Action!" Each student has now 
had the opportunity to participate in both a drama workshop with Seattle Children's Theater, and an in-class video 
production where the students used iMovie to create movie trailers based on Lockwood's theme of kindness. By all 
measures, the kids had a wonderful time exercising their creativity and working with a team, and they brought their 
curiosity and enthusiasm with them to each session. A huge thank you goes to our Mini Units leads, our parent teachers, 
and chaperones for your help and support; without you, we wouldn't be able to keep this great PACE enrichment program 
alive! 

We finished off the month of March with our second annual spring fundraising event, and it was a great success! The 
fundraiser included a shred event, a used children's books and board games sale, a raffle, and a summer camp fair. The 
support from our PACE community was critical to the success of the fundraiser, so a huge thank you to every one of you 
who worked so hard to make this event possible! 

The end of the school year is getting close, but we still have so much to look forward to! On April 25th, we will hold our 
annual Dia del Nino event to celebrate our Spanish program and students once again! Field trip season is heading into full 
gear, and our teachers and field trip reps are busy at work planning for more great trips to enhance what our children are 
learning in class. We will also be celebrating our fifth-grade students and families at our May General Meeting, along with 
welcoming our incoming first-grade families. Make sure you have Tuesday, May 15th at 7:00pm on your calendars for the 
final meeting of the year! 

Take care, 

Kristin Christensen, Chair, and Andrea Barnes, Co-Chair 

        

 



   FIRST GRADE

It’s been another busy quarter for our first graders -  
In math they have steadily worked towards mastering 
adding, subtracting, and comparing "small" numbers, and 
are now venturing into the world of three-digit numbers. 
In reading they have been going through chapter books as 
a class and are gaining more confidence in tackling books 
on their own. Weekly spelling tests are a fact of life now, 
and combined with all the reading they're doing, it’s no 
wonder that their vocabulary is expanding so quickly!  
 
In science they continue to learn about the basic needs 
and features of plants and animals, and they even got to 
take home a bush bean in time for spring! To supplement 
their standard classroom learning, our first graders 
teamed up with other PACE students from higher grades 
to do the second installment of the “Lights! Camera! 
Action!” Mini Units series. The kids got a chance to try out 
making trailers about spreading kindness in school using 
the iMovie app, or participated in a drama workshop 
provided by Seattle Children's Theater.  
 
To balance all the hard work of our young learners, they 
also got to celebrate three special events this season and 
go on one very enjoyable field trip. On February 14th, the 
class celebrated their first Valentine’s Day party with a 
bingo game, a musical heart game, a feast of fruit kebabs 
and doughnuts, and exchanges of sweet messages and 
treats.  
 

 
 
On February 22nd, our dear Ms. Serres celebrated her 
birthday so she got a "cake" made out of her favorite 
snacks, and flowers from each kid thanks to our very 
creative room rep Amanda Sics! 
 

 
 
On March 16th, the kids got to craft their own paper 
leprechauns and made Lucky Charms/Rice Krispies treats 
in class to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.  
 
As for the enjoyable field trip, the class went to the 
StoryBook Theater in Everett to watch Pinocchio on March 
1st. The singing afterwards proved that the kids had an 
awesome time! 
 
-Frances Hernandez 

 

 
 

  



   SECOND GRADE 

In Mr. Wallace’s class, the last few months have been filled 
with so much fun and learning plus very special visitors in 
our classroom. We had visits from Kaila Sofie’s pet 
bearded dragon Squirtle, Hallie Lont’s pet turtle Rosie, 
Willa James’ pet tarantula Sherman, and Aven Miller’s pet 
dog. Plus, Don Ehlen from Insect Safari visited the class. 
We had three field trips which included the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation with Mrs. Browning’s class, the PACE 
field trip to Pinocchio at the StoryBook Theater, and an in-
class field trip with Habitat Connections. This was 
sponsored by Waste Management and was led by Mr. Ku, 
who described the connection between animals and 
making good choices concerning material consumption. 
  

 
 
Next up for the second graders - the class will support the 
Gardening Club by germinating seeds in our classroom. We 
have a big, three-fixture grow light set up in our room (a 
PACE asset from the center room), and we'll start this next 
week as it aligns with our biology unit. Students will plant 
the seeds and make sure they receive the right amount of 
food and water. In addition, we'll be germinating and 
growing marigolds in class, and will experiment with 
providing different amounts of light and water to the 
seedlings to answer questions about what the plants need 
in order to grow healthily. We spent time during our last 
science session trying to figure out what type(s) of bug(s) 
had eaten our pumpkin plants (are they insects or 

arachnids?), and made guesses as to why farmers don't 
plant "out of season" like we did with the pumpkin seeds 
that we harvested in October. Mr. Wallace is also making 
arrangements for another in-class field trip with Lisa 
Taylor, a teacher/consultant/urban farmer, who will 
present information to support our learning about 
habitats and how plants and animals depend on each 
other in their habitats. Kaden Pintacura, a PACE alumnus 
and big brother to two current PACE students, will also visit 
to present some of his own research about ants. 
 
-Jessica Read 
 
 

 
 
A special note from Mr. Wallace to the second-grade 
families: 
 
“As I look around our room, I see so many tangible 
examples of parental investment: supplies that have been 
prepared for art projects, displays of student work, games 
assembled to extend math learning, assignments 
completed because of the support of parent helpers, 
surfaces cleaned with heavy duty sanitizers to keep 
students healthy - I'm so appreciative of the myriad ways 
in which parents support the learning that takes place 
here.” 
 
 

 
 

 
  



   THIRD GRADE 

Well, spring is here… sort of. The third quarter is ending 
and we are into the final stretch of the year that brings 
music performances, a few more exciting field trips, SBAC 
testing, science fair projects and hopefully more beautiful 
weather. 
 
February was short but sweet with a Valentine’s party, a 
celebration for Chinese New Year (Year of the Dog) that 
also included a trip to the Fortune Cookie Factory in 
Seattle, and the StoryBook Theater play, Pinocchio, in 
Everett. 
 

 
 

 
 
Students have been meeting in book clubs and focusing on 
theme. Some popular books include, The One and Only 
Ivan, The Littles, Freckle Juice, Flying Solo, The Lemonade 
War, and The War with Grandpa to name a few. Ms. 
Ekstrom is working with students to define theme; their 
class definition of theme is: “the lesson, moral, or big idea 
the author wants us to hold onto after reading.” This is 
such an important shift in the students' reading growth as 
they begin to look for themes like equality, being true to 
yourself, tolerance, standing up for what you believe in, 
independence, and honesty. Along with this list of 
important themes, Ms. Ekstrom is now reading aloud 
Wonder to the class; a story about kindness and how it is 
okay to be different. Wonder has also just been released 
into a great, family friendly film for your next movie night! 

 
Students have been working hard on all kinds of writing, 
from opinion to informational, to weekly paragraph 
prompts like, “What would happen if kids were in charge 
of the world?” They did a class history of pizza 
informational writing project that included some fun art 
work. Recently, Ms. Ekstrom shared that, “I’m really 
pleased with how much the students are growing as 
writers.  They’re making decisions about how to organize 
their ideas, choosing interesting words, and elaborating 
with details to help the reader understand their work.” 
 
In math, students have just finished up a unit on 
measurements and collecting data. They have also been 
working on the tricky concept of elapsed time. Students 
are also learning about biomes. Many have suggested that 
they would like to create a diorama or physical 
representation of the biomes they are learning about, 
which sounds like a great spring break project! They are 
working on their research skills while learning about 
biomes on the Chromebooks, and in April they will have a 
visit to the Pacific Science Center.   
 
This March, the Japanese students from Bothell High 
School came and visited our third-grade class to teach 
students about Japanese culture through toys, origami, 
writing words using Japanese characters, and making rice 
balls made with traditional spices. Thank you to Mrs. 
Misener and her Japanese students from BHS. 
 
With April just around the corner, it is hard to believe that 
the fourth quarter is well on its way. Thank you to the PACE 
team for a great Spring Fundraiser, especially for the 
summer camp fair as it will be here before we know it! 
 
-Jolene Conklin 
 

 

  



   FOURTH GRADE 

The fourth graders completed informational reports on 
the following topics of Washington State history: the Great 
Seattle Fire, the history of the UW, the Suquamish Tribe, 
the history of Bothell, reshaping Seattle/Ballard 
Locks/Denny Regrade, the Grand Coulee Dam, the Olympic 
National Park, Filipinos coming to Puget Sound, the 
World’s Fair in Seattle, Polio, the Japanese Internment, 
Lewis and Clark’s trip, the history of Boeing, Mount Saint 
Helens, the Hanford Nuclear Site, Cascades vs. Olympics 
Mountains, Pioneer Life, Plateau People, Klondike Gold 
Rush, and the Oregon Trail. They are wonderfully detailed 
reports that the kids recently shared with some senior 
friends - residents of a local retirement center.  
 
Mrs. Tradal and her fourth-grade students first met with 
the residents of Woodland Terrace Senior Living 
Community during the winter holiday season to spread joy 
and share the kids’ talents with music, stories, treats, and 
art. The feedback from the residents was welcoming, 
positive, and glowing. The students continued to develop 
this relationship and build community by delivering a “tree 
of hearts” with messages of love and friendship at 
Valentine’s Day, which was displayed at the center. Most 
recently, the senior friends accepted an invitation to visit 
the classroom and listened to the students share some of 
their informational reports on the different topics listed 
above. Then came the highlight of their visit… the senior 
citizens shared their personal stories and memories from 
their past. 
 
Pat shared her knowledge of how the Ballard Locks grassy 
hill and garden were developed to become one of the most 
diverse botanical gardens in the world by a man who was 
hired to mow the lawn. Her message: dream big and go for 
what you envision! Jo shared her personal experience of 
knowing someone who survived polio to become a skilled 
athlete in rowing. Ray shared stories about the Grand 
Coulee Dam and Columbia River. Paul shared his 
knowledge of how the UW started and personal memories 
of his classmates that were sent to the Japanese 
internment camps.  
 
Luella Armstrong shared her experiences of being the first 
and the only woman to graduate along with 174 men in 
the field of aeronautical engineering at the UW in 1951. 
She also shared pictures and stories of working on the first 
computers at Boeing, which took up the space of two 
classrooms. She was on the front page of The Seattle Times 
and the kids enjoyed reading her article. The following is a 
link to Leulla’s story along with a video clip:  
 

https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-
news/education/we-stand-corrected-on-1951-story-
engineering-grad-wasnt-a-girl/.  What an inspiration it was 
to hear from Luella and all the senior friends! 
 
The following are some of the kids’ thoughtful reflections 
on the experience: 
“I loved that we got to meet and spend time with all the 
seniors, it was pleasant to have them here and I would 
definitely invite them again.” - Aliah 
“It was fun just talking to someone about a topic that I 
researched so much and even more so someone who was 
actually there!” - Bennett 
“It was super cool that we got to share our reports and that 
some had connections with some of the reports and that 
we created discussion through our topics.” - Angelina 
“I think that it brings history alive because if you are 
hearing those stories you are learning about them and you 
can tell others so the story lives on!” - Caliana 
"Most all the facts gathered for these informational 
reports were from reading books and online articles. 
Speaking to people with first hand experience really made 
history come to life for these 4th graders. Amazing! 
Seniors in our community are an undeniably wonderful 
resource to our students." - Mrs. Tradal 
 
We thank our Woodland Terrace senior friends for visiting 
and for their gifts of stones and pencils. We look forward 
to continuing this valuable and meaningful connection 
within our community! 
 
-Andrea Pintacura 
 
 

 
 
  



   FIFTH GRADE 

Ms. Parrott is Missing (3/23/18)  

We all know our beloved teacher, Shirley Parrott, is 

taking the necessary time to recover her good health. She 

is missed by our students and by our parents. We, of 

course, all hope she takes the time she needs to recover 

and come back strong. We all appreciate as well, the time 

she takes to stop by the classroom after school to stay on 

top of her paperwork and maintain an active role in the 

fifth graders’ education. 

Luckily, we have a wonderful substitute who has worked 

with our students before: Ms. Nona. (This isn’t her true 

name, but what she prefers to be called.) Ms. Nona has 

been working with the kids to keep them on track with 

their learning schedule, and she has also helped them 

through a tough time of year and the emotional back lash 

of such a big change. 

While we are all missing Ms. Parrott and enjoying the 

company and support of Ms. Nona, school and life are 

moving on around us. Much fun has been had and will be 

had. Clubs and Mini Units have been going on. A lot of 

sports are starting up, and we have so many field trips 

coming up.  

Hopefully as spring continues to come on (no matter how 

interrupted by snow storms), the kids will be able to 

settle back into a normal routine with Ms. Parrott in good 

health and good spirits. All set and on track to finish their 

fifth-grade year at Lockwood. 

Hopefully by the time you read this, Ms. Parrott will be 

back in action; and no matter what a big thanks to Ms. 

Nona for being able to stay and help for so long. 

She’s Back! (3/27/18) 

A much-recovered Ms. Parrott has returned! She and the 

kids have started getting back to their normal schedule 

and routines. Everyone is happy to have her back. 

-Heather Williams-Brown 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

April 13th: Scrip Orders Due 
April 17th: Board Meeting at 7pm 

April 25th: Dia Del Nino 
May 11th: Scrip Orders Due 

May 15th: General Meeting at 7pm 
June 1st: Hours Report Due 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this edition of the PACESetter! - Amanda and Tristan Root, Newsletter Editors 


