
NOTES FROM THE CHAIRS 

Summer is just around the corner.  What a fantastic year we have had!   

Dia del Niño was held in April and was a great success. The kids had a great time breaking piñatas, playing games, face 

painting, and practicing their Spanish. Thank you to all the volunteers who made this event possible, especially Mai Lan 

Riggle, Kerri Curtin, and Señora Chris. 

Last month we held our general meeting. We were able to meet and welcome our new families who will be joining PACE 

next year.  We also celebrated our fifth graders who will be moving on to middle school and said goodbye to those families 

who are graduating from PACE. The fifth graders shared their favorite memories of PACE. We will miss all those students 

and families who are moving on, but we know there are exciting adventures ahead! 

As this school year comes to a close, we remember all the enrichment opportunities that our kids were able to participate 

in: from Outdoor Ed to Mini Units - where we learned about acting and movie making - to field trips, Dia del Niño, and the 

many other learning and enrichment opportunities… what an amazing year.  Thank you to all of you for your time, talents, 

and effort that make this program possible. Our kids benefit immensely from all of the amazing experiences and we could 

not have done this without you. 

Looking ahead to next year, mark your calendars for August 28th. We will have our first general meeting of the 2018-2019 

school year from 7:00-8:30pm. We will hold individual class meetings prior to the general meeting from 6:00-7:00; more 

information will follow later in the summer. Also, don’t forget to sign up for family camping which will be September 21st 

– 23rd at Kayak Point. If you have any questions, please contact our family camping coordinators - Andy Larsen 

(akandysan@hotmail.com) or Dave Henrichsen (daverdh@gmail.com). 

Thank you again for making this year amazing. To those families who are moving on, you will be missed!   

Have a wonderful, fun-filled, and rejuvenating summer. See you in the fall! 

Take care, 
Andrea Barnes, Co-Chair and Kristin Christensen, Chair 
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   FIRST GRADE

The school year is drawing to a close, but our first graders are 

not slowing down just yet.   

In math they have progressed to adding two-digit numbers and 

are learning more about the common shapes. They have also 

been introduced to the key life skills of telling time and 

measuring lengths. They have also been learning about the body 

parts in science. Their focus is on what organs do and their 

general location in our bodies.  

For English, they have begun spelling words with silent letters 

and they are all working hard to progress to higher reading 

levels. They are also writing and illustrating their own storybooks 

(some real, some fictional), which should be coming home with 

them at the end of the year.  

As for the specialized classes, they have learned the basics of 

basketball, badminton, tennis, and frisbee golf in P.E. Spanish 

has bid adios until next year but Señora Chris has taught los 

ninos basic greetings and counting in Spanish, as well as other 

words (like pets and colors) that they can use in everyday life. In 

music, the kids mastered the songs that they sang for their debut 

concert on June 5th. In art, the kids have been making summer-

themed crafts such as kites and wind socks. Our awesome art 

docent, Kristi Stroyan, has also challenged the kids to make their 

own alebrijes (brightly colored fantasy/mythical creatures of 

Mexican folk art origin) out of clay.  

As if these activities were not enough, the kids also have the end-

of-the-year field trip and field day to look forward to. The field 

trip will be at Forsgren Park where our first graders will have a 

picnic and play games with the second and third graders. For 

their first field day, our first graders have been  

assigned to wear red as they go through an obstacle-like course 

with their study buddies.  

It has been a great year and the kids are lucky that this is just the 

start! 

-Frances Hernandez 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   SECOND GRADE 

It has been an exciting spring for the second graders in Mr. 

Wallace’s class. Students have been learning so much lately 

like graphing, performing their Reader’s Theatre, writing 

persuasive letters, and nature drawing. Plus, in science they 

learned firsthand about seeds, plants, cultivation, mason 

bees and pollination, and salmon and steelhead migration.   

April 30th was the salmon fry release field trip; what an 

experience the students had to release the salmon fry in the 

creek, see an owl, and have King 5 News along with them. 

Here is the news segment with our PACE second-grade class: 

https://www.king5.com/mobile/article/tech/science/envi

ronment/kids-release-salmon-they-raised-at-school/281-

547788015? 

 
- Jessica Read 
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   THIRD GRADE 

This fourth quarter has been jammed packed, and as we 

race to the end of the year it doesn’t seem to slow down 

for the kids or us! Here are just a few of the things that the 

third-grade class has done this fourth quarter and what is 

leading us to June 21st:  PACE’s annual celebration of Dia 

del Niño, end-of-year music concerts, a field trip to 

Seattle’s Underground, Pike’s Market and the Klondike 

Museum, the Art Walk, Leopard Laps, the Egg Drop, 

Lockwood’s Field Day, and on June 18th, the end of year 

Forsgren Park Celebration! AND that is just school; we 

know that our students are also busy in spring sports, 

music lessons, after school clubs, and many other 

activities. Whew… when is summer? 

 

Academically speaking, students have been very busy in 

the classroom as well. Third grade is the first year students 

participate in state testing. Students worked hard, took 

their time and put forward their best efforts.   

In social studies, after visiting Seattle, Mrs. Ekstrom 

mentioned that “we were intrigued about the stories of 

people coming to Seattle and the greater Northwest 

community.” Students interviewed us about our families’ 

journey to Washington. They wrote interview questions 

based on their wonderings. Here are a few: “How and why 

your family settled here?” “What do you love about the 

Pacific Northwest?” “If you’re from somewhere else, what 

do you miss?” It turned into a great class discussion and 

students were eager to share their family’s histories. 

In science, students complete the year with a passion 

project. Mrs. Ekstrom noticed through the process that the 

“Passion Projects are delightful. The expectation is that 

students follow these research steps: 1. Wonder and 

Question 2. Research 3. Create 4. Present. We have some 

amazing projects! Students have wondered, ‘How do you 

take care of a dog?’ ‘How did people dress in France in the 

1800’s?’ ‘What kinds of planes does the Air Force use?’ 

‘How did World War 2 end?’ Students conducted their own 

research and came up with all kinds of ways to present 

what they’ve learned.”  Some of these included: skits, 

google slides, posters, and models.  

And the Golden Acorn for Outstanding Educator goes to… 

Mrs. Ekstrom!!!! Our class is so proud of our teacher, her 

hard work, dedication, and willingness to teach our kids 

with passion and kindness.   

“Teaching is a job in which it is hard to measure success. I 

was literally telling another teacher yesterday that if you 

like to see a finished product then teaching is not the job 

for you; we never really know what our impact is. Being 

valued by the families I work with is the best assessment. 

Thank you for expressing your appreciation.” – Mrs. 

Ekstrom. 

Sometimes as the season changes, we just trade out our 

busy lives for whatever the new busy season brings. My 

hope is that our families will be able to relax, enjoy the 

long summer days, and spend some well-deserved time off 

with each other. Have a fabulous, rejuvenating summer! 

 
-Jolene Conklin 
 
 
 

 
 

  



   FOURTH GRADE 

The fourth graders have continued to be busy with all sorts 

of learning, class projects, field trips, and making fun 

memories. A big focus this year has been Washington State 

history. They recently did a Reader’s Theater of Lewis & 

Clark & the Corps of Discovery for the second and third-

grade classes. They will be doing performances for the 

parents on Lewis & Clark, the Oregon Trail, the relationship 

with Native Americans and how it has changed over the 

years, and the Washington State region. In preparation for 

an upcoming field trip to The Oregon Trail Adventure, the 

class has been identifying and learning about pioneer tools 

that are on loan from the Bothell Historical Society. 

 

Some fun adventures to complement their classroom 

learning have been a field trip to Olympia to tour the state 

capitol, and to Blake Island to visit Tillicum Village. At the 

capitol, they learned about the government process, 

toured the governor’s office, learned about the building’s 

history and architecture, and participated in a mock trial. 

At Tillicum Village, they experienced Northwest Native 

American storytelling, saw authentic Coast Salish totems, 

and enjoyed a traditionally prepared salmon meal. The 

kids also explored the beach and saw a pod of Orca whales 

feeding and playing right along the coastline! 

 

These busy fourth graders have completed their math 

units and are now doing math challenges and puzzles. They 

attended the UW Engineering Discovery Days, where they 

tried a variety of hands-on innovative research projects. 

They then each participated in the Lockwood Science Fair. 

They have also created fabulous art projects throughout 

the year, including their own mini totem poles. Thank you, 

Jill Zosel, for the great art this year. 

 

Currently, the fourth graders are writing persuasive essays 

on topics such as allowing kids to ride bikes to school, 

creating more before-school student jobs, and various 

pleas for adopting a new pet for home. Watch out parents 

and Lockwood administrators, these kids have great ideas 

and some pretty convincing arguments! 

As a parent who has gotten to know these kids in the 

classroom, on field trips, and in and outside the school 

community, most notable these days are how each of 

them have come into their own. They are learning to be 

mature and independent individuals while being 

respectful, helpful, and kind community members. Thank 

you, Mrs. Tradal, for teaching and guiding these students 

this year and for sharing your own children and their 

adventures with them! 

Students: as you finish up this school year, we wish each 

of you amazing children a wonderful summer. You will be 

superb role models as the oldest students at Lockwood 

next year! 

 
-Andrea Pintacura 
 
 
 
 



   FIFTH GRADE 

The end is here!   

All our fifth graders are ready to move up and move on. 

Many of the kids in fifth-grade PACE have been a part of 

the program for many years. While it is easy for us, and 

them, to look forward and wonder about what comes 

next, it’s also a bittersweet moment to look back and see 

how far they have all come.  

Friendships made, challenges accepted and overcome. 

Friends who stayed and friends who moved on. As shown 

at the last PACE meeting of the year, all the fifth graders 

shared one of their favorite memories. It was a sweet 

reminder of all that has happened that we might have 

forgotten, and proof that our fifth graders will take these  

 

moments with them as they move on to their next big step.  

Even though being a part of the PACE program has been 

such a big part of our students’ lives, and even though we 

know they will carry these memories and the benefits with 

them, we know they will never thank us for the time and 

energy we put into this program for them. We just have to 

assume thanks from the smiles we see in the pictures we 

have, to know how much they appreciate all we have 

done.   

Thanks to all who have worked hard for our kids and our 

program. 

-Heather Williams-Brown 

 

       

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

June 21st: Last Day of School! 
August 28th: PACE General Meeting at 7pm 

September 21st – 23rd: Family Camping at Kayak Point 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this edition of the PACESetter! - Amanda and Tristan Root, Newsletter Editors 


