
NOTES FROM THE CHAIRS 

Happy 2018 to each of you! We hope you and your families had a happy and healthy holiday season, and a great start to the new year. We’ve 
had a fantastic first semester filled with meaningful enrichment activities and educational opportunities, and a huge thank you goes out to 
each of you who has put in so much time and effort on behalf of all our children. 
 
November and December saw a number of class field trips and incursions, several staff appreciation lunches and snacks for our Lockwood 
staff, and a great start to our Spanish program for the year. Our second General Meeting of the year was held on January 16th, and we thank 
all of you for the great turnout that night. The presentation on the upcoming bond and levy measures by Dr. Carolyn O’Keeffe, Deputy 
Superintendent, provided valuable information concerning the February 13th vote. As a general membership, we voted to approve a 
proposed change to the structure of our Board of Directors and program committees, as well as an update of the PACE handbook. We also 
kicked off the re-enrollment process for next year. It was great to have so many of you there to participate in these important decisions. 
 
A few reminders: as discussed at the January General Meeting, we have begun recruiting for the 2018-19 PACE Board and committees, and 
we need each family to return a recruiting survey so we can know where your interests lie. We want to hear from you! We are also currently 
planning for our second annual spring program fundraiser, so please let us know if you would like to be involved; this fundraiser helps us 
better fund our enrichment programs, and we are in need of many hands to make it a successful event. 
 
We also want to take a moment to show our appreciation for Mr. Keeler and all of our fantastic teachers; thank you for giving so much of 
yourselves as you work with our children each and every day. They certainly feel your love for them! And again, thank you to all of our parents 
for your commitment to the PACE program, and we’re looking forward to a great second half of the school year! 
 
Take care, 
Kristin Christensen, Chair 
Andrea Barnes, Co-Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

February 9th: Scrip Orders Due 
February 13th: Board Meeting 7:30pm 

March 1st: Hours Report Due 
March 6th: Joint PACE/PTA Meeting 

March 8th and 9th: Mini Units 
March 9th: Scrip Orders Due 

  



   FIRST GRADE

The slew of holidays beginning in November made the past two and 
a half months go quickly. Music, along with art, has been a reliable 
reminder of which celebrations are coming up. The songs that have 
been taught to the kids were very thoughtfully chosen to highlight 
the important message of each holiday. 
 
Along with the festivities, the class has continued to learn new 
things and expand on the application of old skills. In math, 
mastering the ten partners is becoming useful for the ten sticks and 
ones approach to addition which, in turn, will be a segue to the kids 
adding double digit numbers.  
 
As for the new things, the kids have started to receive weekly 
spelling lists, which they are tested on at the end of the week. They 
have also started a new science unit on animals and plants which 
was put into good use when Don Ehlen, the insect safari man, 
visited the classroom on January 22. It was impressive how much 
these kids knew about bugs and how interested they were in 
learning more about these little creatures. 
 

 

The class also had its first field trip this year, which it shared with 
Mrs. Tradal's fourth graders. The destination was the Museum of 
History and Industry (MOHAI). Our first graders had to look for 
historical artifacts throughout the museum. The scavenger hunt was 
a great way of teaching Seattle's history and was enjoyable for our 
little kids. 
 
2018 is surely off to a good start and we can't wait to see what 
learning adventures the rest of the year will bring. 
 

-Frances Hernandez 
 

 
 

  



   SECOND GRADE 

Mr. Wallace’s class is exploring their way through second grade 
with science, math, reading, writing, and so much more. Parents 
are enjoying ClassDojo where they get updates on the class, as 
well as individual pictures or messages about their child. For the 
math focus, our students have been given access to the 
XtraMath program where they can develop and enhance their 
math skills at home. To hone their reading skills, each 
Wednesday the students are sent home with a reading log to fill 
out and return back the following week. This helps earn some 
“Friday free time,” which is many students’ favorite part of the 
school day! Plus, we have some exciting news… the salmon are 
here! This year, there will be 200 coho salmon eggs and once the 
salmon are ready the students will release them in Swamp 
Creek.  
 
Our students were able to visit the Native American museum in 
Mrs. Ekstrom’s third-grade class, where they observed each 
station.   
 

 
 
On December 12, the class went to the Pacific Science Center 
where they learned about the design process, a.k.a. how 
engineers and scientists make something useful. In their design 
process, they needed to determine what the problem was, 
explore it, and design the solution. As an engineer or scientist for 
the day, their creativity and critical thinking truly shined 
through.   
 

 
 
On December 14, learning the design process continued with an 
in-class science lesson lead by Andy and Jen Pierson. In this 
lesson, the students were in engineering teams guided by a 
volunteer parent during their investigation.   
 
-Jessica Read 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   



   THIRD GRADE 

The highlight of December in third grade was definitely the 
Native American Museum. Students were proud to showcase 
everything they learned about Native American culture and art 
to their families and other Lockwood classes. The museum was 
complete with a welcome/information desk and brochures, 
presenters in each section of the museum, and tour guides 
responsible for showing small groups around. The kids were 
exhausted by the end and recommended having an employee 

break room next time 😊. 
 
Character analysis has been a big focus this winter, and Ms. 
Ekstrom has been encouraging the third graders to use a claim, 
evidence, reasoning framework (CER) to draw conclusions about 
character attributes. In this framework, students should make a 
claim that a character has a certain quality, give evidence from 
the story that supports their claim, and then use reasoning to 
combine their claim and evidence. They then explored why a 
character might behave in a certain way and how a character 
might change over time.  
 
Students are still working on multiplication fact fluency as well 
as division, and they are just starting a math unit in time, 
measurement, and graphs. It should be a fun unit with practical 
applications – telling time to the minute and calculating elapsed 
time, measuring length, weight, volume, and mass, and learning 
about the variety of graphs available to organize data. 
 
A fieldtrip to the Wing Luke Museum and noodle/fortune cookie 
factory in Seattle’s International District will kick off February 
with a bang! 
 
-Amanda Root 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  



   FOURTH GRADE 

The fourth graders have had fun and busy fall-to-winter months. 
Here are some highlights:   
 

COOKING! The kids have had a blast making some yummy 
creations. To compliment one of their read aloud books, “Our Only 
May Amelia,” they made a delicious Finnish dish, pulla, and fish 
stew. For Thanksgiving, these budding chefs got to measure, mix 
and shake ingredients to make biscuits and fresh cream honey 
butter from scratch. It was a scrumptious and wonderful addition to 
holiday meals. Thank you to Ava’s mom, Aanya Lee, for leading 
these fun cooking activities full of science and creation. Ask a fourth 
grader for the recipes if you’d like to try them out for yourself! 
 

SCIENCE! Mrs. Tradal taught junior high science for many years and 
the kids get to benefit from her expertise. They have been learning 
a lot and the science lessons are a favorite for many of them. To 
enrich their unit on energy, a representative from the Snohomish 
County PUD came to discuss various forms of energy as well as 
conservation tips. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES! A creative way these fourth graders have 
continued learning about Washington State history and geography 
has been to read “A Horse’s Tale,” which describes main events that 
took place in the state from 1890 to 1980. Each student then 
created a booklet summarizing historical events - mission schools, 
logging camps, mining, threshing wheat, Mount St. Helens, the 1962 
World’s Fair, etc. The students will continue to dive into Washington 
State history by visiting MOHAI to research topics of interest, and 
then write an information report. 
 

HOLIDAYS! To celebrate the holiday season and spread some cheer 
and goodwill in the community, the class went to Woodland 
Terrace, a senior center in Bothell. They sang Veteran’s Day and 
holiday songs, accompanied by Mrs. Tradal’s eldest son, Tommy, on 
guitar. Each student shared individually or in duets/trios by playing 
instruments, reading poems, and sharing holiday stories. They also 
gave out artwork and served cookies to the residents, many of 
whom commented on how disciplined and joyful the kids were, and 
how much they enjoyed the visit. The class plans to continue their 
relationship with the residents throughout the year. For Valentine’s 
Day, they will create an art project to display in their home. 
 

THANK YOU! Last but certainly not least, the class would like to 
spotlight one of our regular classroom volunteers, Bill Reiber. Bill is 
Eleanor Stiver’s grandfather. Eleanor has been in our class since first 
grade and recently left PACE due to their family’s move. Though Bill 
no longer has his grandchild in the program, he continues to devote 
time in our classroom every Wednesday, helping with a variety of 
tasks and projects. We miss Eleanor and the Dochow/Stivers family 
very much and are grateful for Bill and his continued commitment 
to our class! 
 

-Andrea Pintacura 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
  



   FIFTH GRADE 

As I am sure many of us have noticed, we have had a lot of three-
day weekends this month. This made me wonder what all the 
PACE fifth graders thought of long weekends, and re-
establishing a normal schedule. When I envisioned this survey I 
thought I would add names for all the kids, but have chosen to 
keep all responses anonymous to protect the innocent. 
 
The best thing about a long weekend is…  
“… that you can relax and have fun with friends. Also you don't 
have to stress about homework.”  
“… you can have more time with your family and you can do 
many fun things.” 
“… sleeping, playing, cooking, and having a sleepover.” 
“… that you can spend more time with your family.” 
“… that you can get more time off.”  
“… you get to spend more time with your family and getting all 
caught up in homework.” 
“… a giant pool party with the PACE class, and x-box, and no 
homework.” 
“… getting to have more time to do the things you have to get 
done, and do things we want to do.” 
“… that I can read more.” 
“… getting home from school with no homework and watching 
tv.” 
“… that you get lots of time to catch up on different math  
sheets, and you have lots of time to read.” 
“… that you get a break from school and get to spend more 
time with family.” 
“… you get more time to have fun and relax.” 
“… I get to sleep in and relax. Also it is like my free time to 
refresh.” 
“… I get more time to sleep in and be lazy.” 
“… that you sleep better.” 
“… that I get to sleep in and play with my friends more.” 
“… more time to do things you like.” 
“… either playing with my friend or sleeping in.” 
“… Get to sleep in.  Get to spend time with family.” 
“… you get to sleep in, no homework, get to stay up late, 
sleepovers, playing with family, and relaxing time because the 
week can be stressful.” 
“… you take a break, and sit around, and be lazy, and watch tv.” 
“… relax, sleep in, catch up on homework.” 
 
The worst thing about a long weekend is… 
“… you don't go to school, don't meet classmates.” 
“… it's hard to come back to school.” 
“… more time to clean.” 
“… miss friends.” 
“… I forget some stuff about math.” 
“… more homework to do and regular work.” 
“… the next day, I have to get up early and I am usually more 
grumpy.” 
“… that you forget some things. “ 
“ I only like long weekends, there is nothing wrong with it.” 
“… that it is so hard to get up.” 
“… most of the time you can't see friends from school which 

makes me sad.” 
“… that when you get back to school, you're really rusty on all 
academic activities.” 
“… that you don't get to go to school and see your favorite 
teacher.” 
“… going to bed on Sunday knowing that I have to wake up 
early for school the very next day.” 
“… that it ends.” 
“… that on the last day you still don't want to wake up and get 
on with the day. You just want to stay in bed a little longer.” 
“… staying home sick and HOMEWORK every single day and 
night, or "NO!" video games or X-box.” 
“… after the weekend you have to go back to school.” 
“…that you don't get to see your friends as much.” 
“… that you miss your friends and teachers.” 
“… getting in a fight, a mad mom, and no sleep.” 
“… that you forget how to do things.” 
“… that sometimes you see your family that you don't really 
like.” 
 
All the kids’ responses resonated with me - some just made me 
nod in agreement and some just made me laugh out loud. I like 
that all the kids share the same feelings as I do about long 
weekends, and overall I couldn't agree more - they are great 
most of the time until you have to get back to your normal 
schedule and life (or your mom makes you clean the house).  
 
-Heather Williams-Brown 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this edition of the PACESetter! - Amanda and Tristan Root, Newsletter Editors 


